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DEP PRESENTS ECYCLING APPRECIATION AWARDS TO CENTRE COUNTY SOLID 
WASTE AUTHORITY, OTHERS 

Two-Day Event Collected 218,000 Pounds of Electronic Equipment 

DALE SUMMIT: Environmental Protection Waste Management Program Manager James E. Miller today 
presented certificates of appreciation from DEP Secretary Kathleen A. McGinty to the Centre County Solid 
Waste Authority and 10 other organizations that partnered to sponsor a highly successful eCycling 
collection in the county last month. 

“DEP commends the authority for its leadership in arranging the eCycling collection May 7-8, resulting in 
218,000 pounds of computers, televisions, video cassette recorders, cell phones and other consumer 
electronics being collected,”  Miller said. “ In fact, this is one of the largest amounts of electronic equipment 
ever recycled in Pennsylvania.”   

According to authority statistics, 1,568 vehicles brought consumer electronics from 2,158 households. 
Residents from all 36 municipalities in Centre County participated in the event.  

“The residents of Centre County came out in force last month,”  Centre County Solid Waste Authority 
Deputy Director and Recycling Coordinator Joanne Shafer said. “Centre County’s environmental ethic was 
quite apparent during this collection.”   

The contractor for the collection and subsequent material recycling was Envirocycle Inc. of Hallstead, 
Susquehanna County.  

Funding for the collection came from two sources. Dell Inc. provided $10,000 and DEP will provide an Act 
190 household hazardous waste collection grant once the authority submits a reimbursement request.  

Other groups that participated in the collection included Boy Scout Troop #45 of Milesburg, the Centre 
County Local Emergency Planning Committee, National Recycling Coalition, Lexmark International, 
Panasonic, Sharp Electronics, Sony Corp. of America, and JVC Co. of America.  

It is estimated that Americans will have disposed of more than 500 million obsolete computers by 2007. 
The sale of liquid crystal display monitors is expected to exceed the sale of cathode ray tube monitors for 
the first time in 2004.  



Governor Edward G. Rendell is fighting to provide funds necessary to rescue key environmental programs 
while launching new efforts that aim to enhance the quality of life of Pennsylvanians. Specifically, the 
Governor’s initiative, Growing Greener II, will provide $25 million per year to the Recycling Fund to assist 
municipalities with recycling programs.  

The Governor’s plan relies on a proposed ballot initiative to pass an $800 million bond that would be paid 
for with a mix of new and old fees on a small fraction of businesses that create waste and pollution. The 
legislature must vote to put the funding for Growing Greener on the ballot so voters can choose yes or no.  

Recycling has become one of the engines that drive Pennsylvania’s economy, generating $18.4 billion in 
annual sales and contributing $305 million in state taxes. Pennsylvania’s recycling industry, which includes 
141 manufacturers of recycled products, has created a $23.4 billion industry that employs more than 81,000 
people.  

For more information on eCycling, visit DEP’s Web site at http://www.dep.state.pa.us, Keyword 
“Electronic Discards.”  
 

 
 
Front row, left to right, David Eshleman, Dell Inc.; Joseph Nardone, Envirocycle Inc.; Romayne Naylor, 
Centre County Local Emergency Planning Committee; Ellen Solt, Boy Scout Troop #45; Jim Miller, DEP; 
and Mark Watson, Boy Scout Troop #45. 
 
Second row, left to right, Jeff Nelson, Dell Inc.; Jeff Bednar, DEP; Walt Wise, Centre County Local 
Emergency Planning Committee; Ted Onufrak, accepting for the National Recycling Coalition; Charles 
Frazier, Centre County Solid Waste Authority; and Rodney Solt, Boy Scout Troop #45. 


